Human Rights Acts — Common Misconceptions

A Human Rights Charter / Act is needed to providea n
Australian framework by which our society can more

transparently and consistently protect and promote the human
rights of all Australian society. A Human Rights Ac tis not a Bill
of Rights and therefore not part of our Constitutio n. The
following is a list of common misconceptions about Human
Rights Acts:

“Our rights are well protected by our Constitutionthe
Courts and the tradition of Common Law as well as
the International Conventions signed by Australia.”

The Constitution:

Only six rights are mentioned in the Constitution:
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“Australia is a democratic country. Therefore, ourghts are well
protected. We have the power to vote politiciansumd out of office.”
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“A Human Rights Act would weaken democracy by tagipower away
from elected members of parliament and giving tooch power to
judges.”



“Australia’'s system has served it very well oveetlast 110 years.
- If it ain't broke, don't fix it!”
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“A Human Rights Act would be too costly to the Auslian public and
would line the pockets of wealthy lawyers by incseq litigation rather
than improve outcomes for ordinary people.”
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“A Human Rights Act would restrict rights by limitig them to set
definitions.”
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“Human Rights Act would only benefit
small minorities that are seeking privileged
access to protection and/or taxpayer funds
from governments”.
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Human Rights Act would provide protection to thosdo choose to
break Australian laws.”
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